
Gifted Children
Their Identification and Development
in a Social Context

by

JOAN FREEMAN
Director
The Gulbenkian Research Project on Gifted Children

M . 1 A PRESS LIMITED
International Medical Publishers



Contents

FOREWORD by Sir Desmond Ue vii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ix

INTRODUCTION xi

Chapter 1 MEANINGS OF GIFTEDNESS 1
Giftedness is described in its social context. It is reviewed through history
to the present day in these terms. The traditional mythic view of gifted
children and their behaviour is examined. Scientific evidence is little, but
even so it is often ignored. The effect of mythic thinking is considered in the
identification of gifted children and the present interest in gifted children
is examined.

Chapter 2 LEARNING TO BE GIFTED 21
Growing up in society; how a gifted child learns the social mores ofthe
society in which it is born. Family influences are described and their
resulting effects on the gifted child.

Chapter 3 JUDGING GIFTEDNESS 71
Physical and mental development of gifted children is discussed.
Reference is made to early stimulation, nourishment, etc. A discussion is
offered of what intelligence might be, and the controversy over its
measurement. Research method and its problems are described.



Gifted Children

Chapter 4 THE GULBENKIAN PROJECT ON
GIFTED CHILDREN 131
A description of the 'Gulbenkian Project' is presented. This research
compared children who were labelled gifted with those who were not so
labelled but of equal ability, and a group of normal children. The research
was designed to find the behaviour and attitudes of the children, families
and schools. The perhaps controversial results are presented clearly and
briefly.

Chapter 5 GIFTED CHILDREN IN PERSPECTIVE 215
The research is reviewed; conclusions are offered as to who are gifted
children and what brings them to notice. The problems of 'normal' gifted
children are described and how they may be coped with. Indications from
the research are presentedas to how to educate gifted children. Anoutline is
given of types of special education which can be offered to them.

BIBLIOGRAPHY 281

INDEX 289


